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Congratulations to 2021-2022 
SD#71 Retiring Educators from  

Comox District Teachers’ Association 

 

“Your retirement has made everyone  

value you ever more.  

It has made us appreciate  

the way you strengthened our cores.  

You are not just retiring from your post,  

position or role; you are retiring  

as a teacher who inspired our souls…”  

 

A Message from CDTA President, 
Karla Neufer to 2021-2022 Retirees 

 
~ A heartfelt congratulations to all of the educators 

retiring from School District 71 this year.   
 

Together, all of you have blessed the lives of the 

many students that have come through the doors of 

your schools.  You have successfully educated young 

minds and young hearts over the course of your 

career.  You can leave the profession knowing that 

you made a positive difference in the lives of your 

students and their families.  
  

~ Thank you so much for all of your years of 

dedicated service to public education.  You’ve done 

great work and you are on to your next adventure in 

life.  Much joy to you and your family as you embark 

on this new chapter of your lives!  
 

~  Congratulations! ~  
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An overview of my teaching career: Moira Ashlee 

After attending the University of Victoria and graduating 

with a Bachelor of Education specializing in Physical 

Education and Music, I was very fortunate to get hired full 

time as a Music teacher back in my home community at 

Lake Trail Junior school.  I had many fantastic experiences 

and received so much support from my amazing colleagues 

like Brian Mather, and Peter Mazzochi.  My time at Lake trail was very busy with Music 

concerts, festivals, musicals, and coaching field hockey.  

After 3 years at Lake Trail, I was hired to teach Music, working alongside Allan Webster, a 

great teacher and mentor, and Physical Education at Georges P. Vanier School.  At Vanier, 

life continued to be very exciting and challenging.  It was a school with a fantastic staff who 

were committed to providing many excellent opportunities in the areas of athletics, fine 

arts, and academics.  After 3 years of teaching music and physical education, I was given the 

opportunity become a fulltime Physical Education teacher at Vanier which I considered my 

dream job.  I loved working with great colleagues like Dave Neill, Sharon DeGoede, Larry 

Street and Rob McMath.  We really had some fun times down in the gym. I continued to 

coach field hockey working with some amazing student/athletes whom I stay in touch with 

even today. 

After ten years at Vanier, and a new family ta boot, I decided I needed a change and made 

the move to Courtenay Middle School (Queneesh Elementary) in 2002 teaching and 

coaching for the next four years.  In 2004, I was presented with a new challenge of teaching 

at Navigate NIDES working with full time grade 8 and 9 students as a generalist.  I found 

this move very rewarding as I felt that I was really making a difference as a teacher in my 

student’s lives working closely with the families to help guide kids through their school 

experience to make it a positive and successful journey.  In my last four years, I transitioned 

up to the secondary level at NIDES specializing in Mathematics and Psychology.  I have 

really loved working at NIDES and will miss working with some wonderful colleagues. 

Overall, I have really enjoyed my career as teacher and coach in the Comox Valley.  I will 

cherish the many memories and friends I have accumulated along the way.  I look forward 

to enjoying retired life filling my days exercising, camping, travelling, reading, and spending 

quality time with my family and friends.    Moira Ashlee 
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I began my career in 1995, first, as a TOC every day for a year at 

Port McNeil Secondary School (actually called NISS). After a 

year I had my first position at Port Hardy Secondary. In 2000 I 

moved, with my family, to Cumberland to teach and live there. 

Some of those years were kind of rough, but I became quite 

attached to Cumberland (school and Town). I really enjoyed the 

move to elementary and having one group of students to 

manage.   Then I thrived on music teaching. Eventually music 

took up all of my schedule. It has been both exhausting and 

fun! It was a great way to wind up my career.   Gary Ball 

 

             “You can count on me…”     
I remember as a child, playing school in the basement, using an old wooden desk and 
chalkboard. I was the older sister teaching my younger brothers. But it would be many years 
later and many different meandering pathways that I took, before circling back to teaching. In 
my mid 20’s, I went back to school and completed the Bachelor of Ed. Degree and a Diploma 
in Special Ed (some of my most influential and favorite classes). I then taught in Vancouver for 
3 years before marriage and a move to the Comox Valley. Three kids and ten years later, I 
pursued my dream in teaching. It was a challenging start, but thankfully I kept active 
volunteering in all my kid’s activities and classrooms. 

For the next 20 years, I had many wonderful teaching experiences working with students from 
K-7. Learning support was where I spent most of those years. I thrived in this environment as 
a problem solver, inclusive teacher, and support person. I 
loved being a part of a SBT and supporting students, 
families, and staff. An absolute highlight for me was the 
“Girls Group” for grades 6/7 girls, where we met weekly to 
share, support, and encourage one another to build self 
esteem and self acceptance. What could be more 
rewarding than bumping into them years later and having 
them tell you, it made a difference.  I love making a 
difference in their lives and what a fabulous job to have, 
that we can actually touch lives everyday. Children have 
taught me how to listen and that laughter is the best 
medicine. I have learned how to teach with my heart and 
that kindness is a gift that we give each other. I never 
thought about retirement, I really did love my job and 
found so much joy in connection, I guess I am one of the 
lucky ones!      Over the years, I may forget their names, 
but I’ll always carry their stories with me.       
              Shannon Bavis-Knox 
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 My life as a teacher began in the basement of our home in 

Fort Nelson when at the early age, my sister and I 

determined that my younger brothers needed teaching. 

Fast forward numerous moves and 12 years later I was 

graduating from UBC. My first teaching position was in 

the beautiful Bulkley Valley, teaching in Houston Bay Mtn, 

skiing at Hudson Bay Mtn.  
 

From there, my husband, Jim and I moved south taking the 

Queen of Prince Rupert back to his hometown of Metchosin. While there, I taught in 

Independent Schools and embarked on my Montessori Training.  This interest in the Montessori 

Method of Education came after learning that my husband and 5 siblings had all attended 

Montessori from age 3 to grade 3. Their inquisitive natures and passion for learning drew my 

interest and curiosity and were the catalyst for my years ahead. 

As we were welcoming our first child, we moved to the mainland where I taught in the Surrey 

Public Montessori Program starting with a portable full of gr 3-7 students in the far reaches of 

the school yard!  I taught in this program for 10 years, enrolled in SFU part time and was 

bagpiped out in 2000 with my post baccalaureate program in special education.  Four sons 

later, we took at leap of faith and moved to Comox to be closer to family and enjoy the Comox 

Valley lifestyle.  

During the years of declining enrollment, I hopscotched through SD71 from Airport to 

Puntledge back to Airport to Union Bay to Huband and then landed at Glacier View. It is there 

that my dream was fulfilled, the choice program - our first Public Montessori Program. Many 

thanks to SD71 for having faith in choice and for families with support from inception onward.  

While teaching at Queneesh, I was honored as Educator of the Year in 2018 and presented with 

an album of gratitude and recognition from colleagues and Montessori families past and 

present.  My students teach me daily, inspire me and make me laugh out loud. I am grateful for 

these gifts of memories and magical moments with students, collaboration, personal and 

professional growth with colleagues and the privilege of being an educator.  

For me, I am starting a new phase in life " a chance to be a beginner again".... To pause, learn to 

be a retiree and turn the page for new experiences with my husband of almost 40 years. I look 

forward to continuing adventures with open timelines, longer walks on the beach, staying up 

past bedtime to stargaze and building sandcastles at Whaling Station with our grandsons.  Anne 
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I had the chance to come from Quebec to work in the French 

Immersion program in our beautiful Comox Valley in 1990. I 

saw them both (Quebec and BC) change and grow so much. I 

am very grateful for the great people I met, the rich teaching 

experience I had and that great fortune to have made 

Vancouver Island my home for all these years.  It is with deep 

gratitude that I am going on the next part of my life sharing 

my time in both provinces. 

     ~    Nathalie Claveau   

 

 My teaching career began in 1989 at Puntledge Park 

Elementary - the same school I attended 

Kindergarten and Grade 5 through 7. Needless to 

say, I had some adjusting to do when referring to a 

few former teachers by their first names! Twelve 

years later I moved to Valley View and finished off 

the last third of my career at Brooklyn. With the 

exception of a handful of Grade 2’s, my 32-year 

career was spent in Kindergarten and Grade 1; that’s 

approximately 700 students I taught to read!  

I have had many highlights over the years - teaching 

many nieces and nephews and the special 

connections and friendships that developed with 

colleagues and families, being at the forefront. 

Having started school at the age of 4 then straight 

onto University and immediately into my first 

teaching assignment- I can say I have literally been 

in school for the past 51 years!  

Now it’s time…time to travel more with my husband Steve and time for extra attention 

 to the 3 G’s - Grandbabes, Golfing and Gardening!    Andrea Cochrane 
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Kevin & I are retiring together this year. While we may have 
started our teaching careers separately, we met early in our 
adventure and have been a team ever since. For this reason, 
it seems fitting that we share one story, and I have been 
selected to write it. (No surprise to those who know us both.)  

My mother remembers me telling her I was going to be a 
teacher when I was four. While I can’t recall that, straight after 
high school, I did go on to earn a B.Ed. from the University of 
Alberta with a major in English and a minor in History, and 
upon graduation accepted a teaching position in Prince Rupert, 
B.C. I spent two wonderful years there learning to love island 
life, teaching Humanities 8, and honing my skills thanks to a 
strong mentorship program.   

Kevin came to teaching a little later in life. He spent some 
time working with his father as a steamfitter, and as a geophysical technician, before earning 
his B.A. at Laval in F.S.L. and Human Geography. He then completed his B.Ed. at Memorial 
University where he was a member of the first chapter of a Learning Disability Organization at 
a university in Canada.   

Meanwhile, wanting to further my education, I moved to Richmond, B.C. Though high school 
trained, I “accidentally” ended up teaching a combined grades 3 & 4 class at Dixon Elementary 
for two years. This was an incredible experience and certainly made me a better teacher. It 
was during this time that Kevin and I met as he had moved back to Richmond, where his 
parents lived, and was teaching the grade 7 French Immersion class at the same school. 

After a year in Richmond, Kevin accepted a teaching position in Surrey. He began at an 
elementary school and then worked in the behavioural program and in computer science at 
Tamanawis Secondary for several years. It was his move, combined with housing costs, that 
saw us purchasing our first home in Surrey. During his time there, Kevin earned a Masters in 
Educational Technology from City University.   

I continued to work in, and commute to, Richmond. My next move was to Hugh McRoberts 
Secondary. I spent five years there, working with an incredibly supportive staff, teaching 
grade 10-12 English in all its forms, including Creative Writing and Advanced Placement. I also 
held the position of English Department Head and had the opportunity to travel around the 
province giving workshops. It was during this time that I earned my M.Ed. from the University 
of British Columbia. In fact, I finished writing my thesis just after our daughter was born.  

It was the birth of our daughter that inspired Kevin and I to move to the Comox Valley. 
Friends recommended it, and we fell in love with the area on our first visit. (I was back on an 
island!) I accepted a position as a Humanities teacher at Ecole Robb Road. I spent a year there 
before moving to Vanier to teach senior English. After two years, I moved on to Isfeld. It was 
transitioning to a secondary school at the time, and I looked forward to the challenge. I ended 
up spending twenty years at Isfeld. It was a pleasure to be part of such a caring community. 
During my time there, I was able to add Teacher-Librarian, Gifted Education Teacher, and 
I.L.C. Facilitator to my list of experiences.  
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At the same time, Kevin taught at Vanier (Accounting, Business, Psychology, Behaviour…), 
Ecole Robb Road, Navigate, Union Bay, Queenesh, and Sandwick before finding a 
permanent home at Navigate in the Compass program. It was while working with 
students taking online courses in the I.L.C. at Isfeld that I became interested in developing 
curriculum for and teaching online. I joined Kevin at Navigate. I taught English Studies 12 
for two years. This past year, I have been working in the Compass program with students 
in grades 10-12. It has been a joy teaching at Navigate with such an innovative and 
passionate staff.   

As you can tell, both Kevin and I have had the opportunity to work with many wonderful 
students, staff and administrators in our careers, and we want to thank everyone for the 
support & fellowship they have provided as we head off together on our new adventure.      

 
 

I have been fortunate to have worked at several schools, in a 

variety of different positions. 

The commonality between them is that I always got to 

work alongside colleagues whom I admired & respected. 

I learned much from many.  Your professional support 

and personal friendship helped me grow professionally 

and personally. I am grateful to retire with many 

wonderful memories and some funny stories.      

                                     ~ Noani Costain  
   

 

I began my teaching career up north in Houston, BC.  I made some lifelong friends and 

learned a lot about my craft.  The experience shaped the teacher I became.  After two years 

this island girl headed back home and eventually landed in the Comox Valley.   

   ~ What a great place to land!   
 

I TOC’ed by choice for a while which allowed me to visit just 

about every school in the district as well as every grade 

level.  When it was time for me to have my own classroom, I 

taught Kindergarten at Glacier View Elem and then at Courtenay 

Elem.  After that, I ended up at Royston Elementary where I 

stayed for six years teaching at the intermediate level.  My heart 

always belonged to Puntledge Park Elementary where I was able 

to migrate to and spent the last ten years of my career. I am 

looking forward to a slower paced life and some travel. It has 

been my honour and privilege to work alongside so many 

amazing colleagues and teach some pretty amazing students.                  

                                                                                        Barb DeGoede  
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My teaching career began in the Delta School district as a 

PE specialist.  I have always loved sports and wanted to 

contribute to helping children stay active.  Eventually, I 

was fortunate to get a full-time position teaching Grade 7 

in Richmond.   After three years I realized I thoroughly 

enjoyed the students and did not enjoy the marking at all!  

I was spending two to three hours a night grading papers 

and began to notice how difficult it was for me to be 

decisive and commit to a mark.  On the sage advice from 

my husband, Ron, a break, and a different job were hinted at.  I took the hint, applied for a 

Leave of Absence, and got a job at Canada Post.  While I was at Canada Post, walking the 

streets delivering mail or driving the vans, I realized that I missed the dynamic, unpredictable, 

fast paced energy of schools.  It dawned on me, if I went back to university; I could become a 

school counsellor and not have to do any more grading.   
 

I soon began my Masters in Counselling Psychology at UBC.  I had one more teaching stint in 

Qualicum Beach working with a Grade 6 class while I was completing my Masters.  In 1994 my 

school counselling career began in the Vancouver School District, and I remained there for 10 

years working in over 12 schools, both High Schools and Elementary Schools.  In 2004 we 

moved to the island, Bowser to be exact, and I commuted to the Nanaimo School district for 6 

years.  Finally in 2010 I returned to the Comox Valley where my own schooling began at 

Comox Elementary in 1966.  It felt like I had come full circle.  Another sign of coming full circle 

was when I worked with a boy who was in Kindergarten at my school and discovering that I 

had taught his father in Grade 7 during my first-year teaching in Richmond.  Life has a way of 

bringing us down the paths we need to go.  I can now look back and say decisively☺ that my 

indecisiveness while marking assignments led me on a fulfilling and meaningful journey, both 

professionally and most important, personally.    

    ~ Sue Diewert 

 

When I first launched into adult life, teaching was 
pretty far down the list of possible careers I was 
considering (not even on the list, actually!). But after 
finishing a degree in Forestry at UBC I quickly became 
disillusioned with the realities of working in 
commercial forestry and took some time to work in 
the outdoor recreation field. After a stint instructing 
school groups at Strathcona Park Lodge I decided that 
working with kids was actually something I would enjoy. So, I went back to SFU to do the 
Professional Development Program, which solidified and confirmed my love for teaching.  
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My husband and I considered where we wanted to go when I graduated, and the Comox 
Valley was at the top of our list. He had no trouble getting work at Mt Washington, having 
worked for several seasons at Manning Park. I naively thought I could get a teaching job here, 
only to find it was pretty tough to get a solid foot in the door without experience elsewhere.  
 

But I persevered, and gradually built up my experience and reputation, and after many years 
of working as a TOC ( also by choice when our kids were small) I finally managed to get my 
continuing status. Over the years I have taught at Black Creek School, Miracle Beach, 
Brooklyn, Aspen Park, Courtenay El, and am finishing my career back at Miracle Beach as LST, 
where it all began and where my own kids went to school. 
 

I’m looking forward to having more time to devote to my volunteer work with Campbell River 
Search and Rescue, especially training and working my two search dogs, as well as spending 
more time pursuing various outdoor recreation pursuits and working on my hobby farm.     
              Sheila Fairbank 
 

I began my teaching career in a tiny, isolated, fly in village 
called Hartley Bay, BC located 100 km south of Prince 
Rupert in 1985.  It was a tiny school with only 5 rooms, 
and I was the only primary teacher & learned how to teach 
grades 1, 2 & 3 all at the same time!  I was young, 
adventurous, and very scared when I arrived.  
 However, in those two years I learned so much not only 
about teaching, but also about the aboriginal culture and 
life skills that helped me throughout my teaching career.  I 
taught for 3 years in Prince Rupert and spent the 
remainder of my career in the Comox Valley.  I am grateful 
for my teaching career.  Over the years I have worked with 

many inspirational children, teachers, and other staff that have helped me along the way.  I 
look forward to my retirement where I will have more time for volunteering, hiking, 
gardening, some travelling and a little bit of relaxing in between.   Brenda Geddes  
 

 
 

I began in SD 71 working at Sandwick Alternate school. From 

there moved to Courtenay Middle which became Isfeld to run 

the Opportunities Program. Finished my career at Highland 

establishing the Advantage program. I was fortunate to work 

with amazing EAs (Scott Greenlaw, Pati Creamer, and Kim 

Patten), exceptional Youth and Family Care workers (Rebecca 

Gorman and Lydia Lewis), and fabulous principals (Wayne 

Friesen and Dean Patterson). Also served as secretary on the 

BC Alternate Education Association.   Michele Genge  
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After completing my BA and Teaching Certification in 

California, I headed to the beautiful but isolated Bella Coola 

Valley.  The next four years were spent teaching Home 

Economics and Social Studies at Sir Alexander Mackenzie 

Secondary in Hagensborg.  From there, my next stop was one 

year in Boston Bar before I moved on to Port Hardy 

Secondary School on the north island.   
 

Interestingly, it was my Home Economics experience that 

opened up the opportunity to relocate to and find work in the 

Comox Valley in 1993.  I started at the downtown location of 

Courtenay Jr. before transferring to the new building on Lerwick Road.  When Courtenay Jr. 

became a secondary school, I moved to Courtenay Middle.  At that time, I completed my MA 

in Counselling.  Wanting to refocus my work, I accepted a counselling position at Lake Trail 

Middle School.  My final transfer was in 2008 when I became a counsellor at Mark R. Isfeld 

Secondary School.  Now I'm beginning my retirement life which will be 

 “sin rumbo y sin destino”.     Debra Long  

 

I grew up in Ontario and obtained my B Ed from Queen’s 

University in 1988 in Outdoor and Experiential Education. 

Over the next nine years I worked in and Outdoor 

Education Facility, Special Education Centre, and a regular 

High School as well as spending 1 year in Guinea, West 

Africa, at an International School. 
 

I moved to BC in 1997 becoming a stay-at-home dad for 

one year before I got my first job in SD71 in 1998. For the 

next eight years I moved around the District, from Lake 

Trail to Courtenay Junior, to Mark Isfeld, back to Lake 

Trail, before finally settling in at Highland for the past 16 

years. This was great for me as all of my kids attended 

Highland and I had the opportunity to teach and coach 

them over their high school years. 

It has been wonderful to work with so many dedicated 

and passionate teachers over these past years. I have very much enjoyed my time teaching 

and coaching in SD 71, and I will miss the energy of my colleagues, the school, and the 

students, but it is time to move on. After a bit of travelling, I am looking forward to new 

opportunities that will present themselves. You are never too old to learn new things!    

          ~ Ian MacLean 
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 I grew up in Romania, where I graduated from Highschool, 
University and taught French and English to High School 
students, for 14 years. After I moved to Canada, in 1991, I 
volunteered at NIC for the ELL program and Adult Education 
Center in Campbell River and worked as an ECE teacher at the 
Francophone Assn., in Campbell River, and at Kinnikinnik, in 
the Valley. In 1997, I went to UVIC to obtain the BC Teaching 
Certificate and did my practicum at Ecole Phoenix, in 

Campbell River. I spent many summers in Quebec where I 
attended the Teachers’ Immersion Program.  

In 1999, I was hired at Ecole Robb Road, a junior high school with a 
dual program. In April 2000, the staff and students moved to 2 schools, Aspen and Lazo (now 
Brooklyn). I followed a wonderful bunch of teachers, to Lazo, as an FSL Teacher and for a few 
years, I taught every subject and grade that was there to teach. My passion for and the love 
of the French language brought me back to the French Immersion program, this time at 
Ecole Puntledge, for 2 years, and at Ecole Robb Road, for the rest of my teaching career. In 
between everything else, I completed a master's degree program, in Educational Leadership 
and went back to school again, for an LST certificate. All in all, I have spent 60 years in 
school, as a student, and as an educator. I am proud of my work and accomplishments that 
could not be attained without the support and dedication of the professionals I have met 
throughout my wonderful career. I am ready to enjoy a beautifully planned second career: 
retirement.  Julia McCoid 

 

Jacques graduated from the University of Victoria in 1989 with a 
Bachelors of Education in Physical Education and Geography. 
Living most of his life on the Island, he decided to apply to districts 
in the interior to experience a different lifestyle. He was soon 
hired in Quesnel where he taught for 11 years and met his wife 
Jenny who grew up in the Comox Valley. Jacques enjoyed teaching 
x-country skiing on the shores of the Fraser River and coached 
many volleyball, basketball and track and field teams. He enjoyed 
teaching in the small community because of the many great 
people he met but could have done without the -40-degree 
temperatures during the winter.  After the birth of their son Liam, Jacques and Jenny decided 
to relocate back to the Island in 2000. They both managed to acquire jobs and soon added 
another son Logan in 2001. After 22 years of teaching in the Comox Valley, Jacques continues 
to value his relationships with his colleagues and students alike. Still coaching throughout his 
career, Jacques has enjoyed contributing to the athletic program at Highland since 2008. He 
would like to thank the school district for the salary deferment program and encourage 
teachers with young families to enroll as having some time, mid-career, to travel for 6.5 
months through Canada and the U.S. A with his family is an experience every member of the 
family is grateful for and will cherish forever. As for retirement, Jacques plans to spend time 
with family, travel, and stay healthy!   Jacques Nijhoff 
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I’m so glad I chose to be an Elementary School teacher. 

After teaching English to children part-time in Japan while 

attending Reitaku University, I felt hooked on the job. For 

many years after getting a UVic degree in Asian Studies and 

Applied Linguistics I taught English and Drama at 

Srinakharin University in Southern Thailand, ESL at 

Canadian International College in North Van, and at 

Malaspina College in Nanaimo (VIU). After completing a second degree in Education at UBC, my 

husband John and I came to the Comox Valley with our children, Genevieve and Drew, to start our 

new life. It was 1999 so teaching jobs were virtually non-existent even though we’d heard that 

“many retirements were imminent”. Not so! Luckily, my experience in ESL meant that I did find 

work at Vanier. Elementary grades were my main interest, so I taught at Huband, Arden, 

Brooklyn, and Queneesh. Mostly, Brooklyn Elementary has been my home school and I have loved 

my 17 plus years there. Being open to many experiences was a good thing! I have taught ESL, 

Learning Support, and Grades 1 to 6. I have loved (almost) every minute. If there was ever a job 

where you must not take yourself too seriously, teaching is it! Change and unexpected shifts in 

the days, weeks, and months is the norm so you’d better be willing to ride the wave and keep 

your sense of humour. Being prepared for each lesson means you sometimes actually have things 

go as expected. To survive you must know when to work on democracy in the classroom and 

when to be the dictator, and not get the two mixed up! When you are trying to impart knowledge 

and understanding in the most thoughtful and progressive ways, but someone in the room farts, 

that’s the only thing that matters for that moment! We talk a great deal about lifelong learning 

and it’s so true. Every day brings greater insight and every day I feel I could be better. My class 

each year is my second family. I am full of admiration for my colleagues who are so committed to 

the magic they create with their students. I am humbled by their talents and tremendous 

intelligence. I learn from those around me every single day. Don’t get me wrong, I am loving the 

thought of retirement, but leaving the school will be a very strange experience because it’s a place 

where I have belonged.  I am thankful for all of it.     Caroline Parrish  

 

I started working in school district 71 in 1992 and since have 
enjoyed having a variety of opportunities, first in CUPE positions 
and then as a teacher. My experiences in the early years, ranged 
from teaching Grade 4 French Immersion all the way to Grade 11 
FSL and Leadership with pretty much everything in between and 
at several schools. I loved working in the middle schools and 
have mourned their demise ever since. Teaching in the 
elementary school environment took some getting used to, but I 
was fortunate to at least be teaching the grade level students I enjoyed the most – grades 6 and 
7 with all their challenges and quirky senses of humour as well as working alongside some very 



CDTA Retirement Booklet 2021-2022    P a g e  | 15 

supportive teachers, administrators, EAs and staff; first at Courtenay El and then at Valley View. 
The last 11 years at VV, with the exception of a one-year exchange to Australia, have been great 
as I had opportunities to collaborate with numerous teachers. I look back on my career fondly 
and with satisfaction. Now it is time to relax, enjoy my grandchildren, and all that the Comox 
Valley has to offer.     Suzanne Rea  

 

I have taught in six schools in the valley. My first 
appointment was to Airport Elementary in 1975. It was a 
temporary position, and my plan was to stay one year! 
Since then, I have changed schools five times. I have 
worked at Puntledge Park, Village Park, Glacier View, 
returned to Airport and currently Valley View. I knew in 
kindergarten that teaching was in my future, and I feel 
extremely fortunate to have found a profession that has 
been so rewarding but now I am looking forward to more 
freedom---more trips to Europe, more walks and yoga, 
more reading and socializing. Wishing all the best to my CDTA colleagues as they 
continue teaching or begin an exciting next chapter.  Paulette Vaton 

 

I was born in Victoria, B.C. and spent my childhood growing up in 
North Saanich.  I received my Bachelor of Ed from UVic in 1988 

and began my career at Queen Charlotte Elementary 
Secondary school in Haida Gwaii, teaching grade three.  
Looking back, it was one of the best times of my life, 
although in your twenties you don’t realize it at the time.  
I made wonderful friends, met my husband there and 

spent weekends exploring, hiking and fishing.  In 1991, a 
close family member was diagnosed with cancer, to be 

closer to them I made the move to come back to Vancouver 
Island.  Brian Morgan, the principal of Arden at the time, hired me 

that spring.  Moving back to the Comox Valley was like coming home.  I taught at Arden 
Elementary for sixteen years and loved every minute of it, teaching grades 2/3.  The staff was 
incredible, and it was there that I had the privilege of making many lifelong friendships.  During 
my time at Arden, I was involved with the Primary Teachers’ Association, serving as vice 
president and president.  In 2007, I moved from Arden to Airport Elementary and taught grades 
2-4.  Again, another amazing staff that I have had the honor of working with for 15 years.  I have 
had the privilege of learning from and working with some outstanding administrators in our 
district, Brian Morgan, Dan Costain, Bill Green, Al Johnson and most recently Tracey Croonen.   
 

Thank you to all the teachers, EA’s, Admin Assistants, and administrators who have helped and 
mentored me along the way and played a huge part in making my career as a teacher 
unforgettable for me.        Wendy Watson (Rudolph) 
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Friends say I began my retirement by adventuring 

before I started getting serious about my teaching 

career.  So now after 19.8 years, I'll be soon back to 

adventuring!  I grew up in Ohio from a family of 

teachers, actually three generations.  A three-sport 

high school athlete, I was recently inducted into 

the Hudson High School Athletic Hall of 

Fame.  Attended University of Alaska in Fairbanks 

on a basketball scholarship and earned a BA in 

History and Art with a teaching certificate.   I was 

fortunate enough to have a 1 and 1/2year bicycle trip through Europe and Africa, before 

heading to Austria.  In Austria, I played professional basketball in the first Division while also 

teaching English under a Fulbright Scholarship. Besides this being an amazing opportunity, I 

was also able to travel into the Eastern Block countries during the Cold War.  There I 

experienced things of which turned into great stories for history lessons in the classroom; 

nothing like first-hand, primary sourced knowledge!  Eventually I returned to Alaska and 

earned my master’s degree in education/athletic administration and coached at universities 

for a few years.  Another bicycle trip to Australia carried into more adventures biking 

through North and South America, going as far south as possible.  I married and lived in 

Germany for 8 years, playing/coaching basketball and having my twin sons. We immigrated 

to the Comox Valley in 1998 and owned Mountain Meadow Sports Store.  Through the 

encouragement of Colin Tinga, I began coaching at Highland.  While there, Wayne Friesen 

convinced me to convert my US teaching certificate to teach here, and the rest is history!  I 

have coached and taught in all three high schools plus Lazo and Lake Trail Schools.  I actually 

felt I have gone full circle from beginning my early teaching at the then new Isfeld Secondary 

School to finishing my career here.  Besides coaching basketball and leading teams on 

overseas trips, my teaching areas were mainly in social 

studies with History and Law being my passions.  I always 

tried to bring games, simulations, and projects into the 

lessons.  It has been an honour to have taught many of my 

students and I can honestly say I have learned more from 

them than I had ever expected.  I will miss their eagerness 

and excitement in learning and life.  Now on to more 

adventures!  Immediate plans involve biking in Uzbekistan 

and some backroad Island cycle tours, with many more 

bike trips yet unplanned!  Of course, I will enjoy more 

time with my 3 sons (we picked one up along the way!) 

and their partners, plus working in the garden.  My time teaching in the Valley has been 

rewarding and exciting-it's been an adventure and a great ride!  Heidi Hyser (Zirkl)   


